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SHORT	STORIES	

Her	Body	and	Other	Parties.	Carmen	Maria	Machado.	Graywolf	Press,	2017.		Machado’s	8	
short	stories	weave	between	the	ordinary	and	the	surreal,	exploring	disgust,	delight,	and	all	
varieties	of	queerness.	Her	characters	are	both	flawed	and	fantastic,	impossible	to	forget.	
Her	retelling	of	a	classic	ghost	story	is	insidious,	the	reader	both	knows	what	will	happen	
and	is	shocked	by	it.		

London:	Skin	and	Bones.	Ian	Young.	Squares	and	Rebels,	2017.	Collection	of	colorful	short	
stories	featuring	gay	skinheads	and	scoundrels	of	the	Finsbury	Park	blue	collar	area	of	North	
London	in	the	1980’s.	

Merry	Spinster.	Mallory	Ortberg.	Holt,	2018.		Delightfully	dark	collection	of	fairy	tales	retold,	
swapping	genders,	changing	roles,	and	playing	irreverently	with	the	classic	stories.	Both	
feminist	and	witty,	Ortberg	subverts	and	shifts	tales	like	“The	Little	Mermaid”	and	“Beauty	
and	the	Beast”	for	adults-only.		

Night	Beast.	Ruth	Joffre.	Grove	Press/Black	Cat,	2018.		Debut	collection	exploring	the	lives	
of	queer	women	in	a	variety	of	fantasy,	speculative,	and	realistic	settings.	A	filmmaker	waits	
for	her	soulmate	as	a	timer	counts	down,	until	one	day,	suddenly,	it	begins	to	speed	up.	
Actors	in	an	avant-garde	television	show	wake	up	together	every	weekend	to	begin	their	
show,	confusing	television	with	real	life.	These	doomed	and	unsettling	stories	are	haunting	
in	their	simplicity.		

Two	Moons:	Stories.	Krystal	A.	Smith.	BLF	Press,	2018.		Speculative	fiction	collection	of	
stories.	They	are	ethereal,	transcend	time,	space,	and	being	in	whimsical	journeys.	


